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Overall state of play 
to date
European Universities initiative | European Education Area (europa.eu)

https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/european-universities-initiative


Geographic distribution per country
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EU level support for the European Universities

EU LEVEL POLICY SUPPORT

▪ Council Conclusions May 2021 on the European
Universities initiative 

▪ European strategy for universities

▪ Council Recommendations on building bridges for 
effective European higher education cooperation 
(e.g. transnational cooperation, mobilities, micro-
credentials, learning for environmental 
sustainability, attractive careers)

ERASMUS+ FUNDING 

▪ EUR 1,1 Bn for 7 years (2021-2027)

▪ Sustainable funding

▪ Development of deep institutional 
transnational cooperation 

▪ Community of practice



European Universities initiative: 
overview of Erasmus+ Calls

Calls 2019, 2020, 2022 

44 European Universities
alliances

340 HEIs
31 countries

1200 associated partners

Call 2023 

50 European Universities 
alliances

430 HEIs
35 countries

1700 associated partners

Call 2024 

≥ 60 Alliances

Community of practice

Deadline 6 February
2024 

Results Summer 2024

2025

No call

2026 & 2027 

Possibility for 
+2 year funding

(Subject to the adoption of 
the 2026 and 2027 

Erasmus+ Work 
Programmes)



Call 2024 - Timeline

Call 2024

Action Timelines

Call opening 3 October 2023

Information session for applicants 10 November 2023

Deadline for submission of applications 6 February 2024 – 17:00:00 CET          

Evaluation process February 2024 - June 2024

Information on evaluation results End of June 2024 (indicative)

Grant agreement signature September - November 2024 (indicative)



Call for Proposals at a glance

• Scope: Supporting higher education institutions in gradually achieving their long-term ambitious 
vision towards becoming a fully-fledged European University. 

.

.

.
.

• Form alliances establishing deep institutional transnational cooperation

• Bottom-up

• Diverse cooperation models

Topic 1: Development of 
deep institutional 

transnational cooperation

• Create a collaborative and supportive environment

• Share good practices and experiences

• For the benefit of the community of European Universities alliances 
and the wider higher education sector

Topic 2: Community of 
practice for European
Universities alliances



Call for Proposals at a glance

• Duration of grants : 48 months

• Total budget: EUR 189.2 million (up to 14.4 Mio EUR depending on number of partners)

• Type of grant: Lump Sum Type II (payment of fixed amounts linked to the delivery of the work packages)



Available budget

The call budget is EUR 189 200 000 :

                         

1 - Development of deep institutional transnational 
cooperation 

           

2 – Community of practice           

                                                                                       
                                                                                       

 

EUR 182 700 000 + EUR 5 000 000 (IPA III) 
to further support the participation as full partners of higher 
education institutions from the Western Balkans countries



Erasmus+

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES

WHY ?



European Universities: setting a vision 

Increase
international 

competitiveness
of 

European 
higher education

Bring
Europeans
together



Erasmus+

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES

WHAT?



Erasmus+

Inclusive and excellent  
alliances

• An alliance of higher 
education institutions from 
EU Member States, other 
Erasmus+ Programme 
countries + other Western-
Balkan countries

• Diversity of types of higher 
education institutions

• Wide range of student body



Erasmus+

Deep level of 
inter-university 

cooperation with a joint 
long-term strategy

Structural, Systemic and 
Sustainable impact



Flexible and 
personalised 

European 
curriculum 

Innovative 
pedagogies and  

challenged-based 
transdisciplinary 

approach

Embedded and 
seamless student 
and staff mobility 

European inter-university Campuses
Bachelor/Master/Doctoral levels

Forward looking skills



Challenge-based approach: Transdisciplinary long-term visions 

European identity

Climate change

Active citizenship

Global Health

Migration

Multilingualism
Fine arts

Sustainable Blue GrowthUN SDGs

Biodiversity 

Social sciences 

Digital transformation

Circular economy
Energy and transport 

Culture

Space

Cities and regional 
development



Some key considerations

Systemic, structural and sustainable change 

Potential to transform the institutional cooperation 

Going beyond any existing cooperation - step by step approach 

Implemented by joint structures, pooling resources together 

Joint educational and research activities reaching out to your wider student and staff population

Seamless mobility (with a target of 50% student mobility within the alliance)

Challenge-based approach to education and R&I 



Erasmus+

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES

HOW?



Alliance composition

Proposals must be submitted by a consortium of at least 3 applicants (beneficiaries; not affiliated 
entities), which complies with the following conditions: 

• minimum 3 eligible higher education institutions (HEIs) from 3 different eligible countries.

IMPORTANT

• A HEI may participate as full partner (beneficiary) in only one European Universities alliance funded 
by the Erasmus+ programme at the same time.

• A HEI may only participate as full partner (beneficiary) in one single European Universities 
application (if not already involved in an ongoing European University alliance); they may 
participate in other applications only as associated partners.



TYPE OF INSTITUTION

• Higher Education Institutions holding a valid Erasmus Charter for Higher Education (ECHE) and any entities 
affiliated to them

• Any other organisation consisting of the above referred higher education institutions - specifically set up with 
the purpose of implementing deep institutional transnational cooperation, including joint educational activities.

COUNTRY

They have to be established in one of the eligible countries, i.e.: 

• EU Member States (including overseas countries and territories (OCTs)).*

• Third countries associated to Erasmus+ and countries which are in ongoing negotiations for an association 
agreement to Erasmus+ and where that agreement enters into force before the grant signature. 

• Western Balkans third countries not associated to the programme (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro and Kosovo)

Who can apply?

* Council Implementing Decision (EU) 2022/2506 on measures for the protection of the Union budget against 
breaches of the principles of the rule of law in Hungary.



They do not receive EU funding under this grant, but their involvement and role in different activities 
have to be described in the proposal. 

The associated partners can be:

• Any higher education institution established in an EU Member State or a third country associated to 
the programme holding a valid ECHE;

• Any public/private organisation from an EU Member State or third country associated to the 
programme active in the field of education and training, research and innovation or in the world of 
work;

• Any higher education institution established in a third country not associated to the programme that 
is part of the European Higher Education Area (Bologna Process) or in Kosovo.

Associated partners



Size of alliances - 50 European Universities alliances
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Award
criteria
Topic 1

Relevance (max 25 Points)

Quality (max 50 points)

Impact (max 25 points) 



Relevance

Level of ambition and innovative approach 

Long term vision of the European Universities
initiative and transformation of institutionalised
cooperation between the partners of the proposed
alliance

Relevant joint mission statement

Ambitious and innovative approach to develop and
strengthen new, systemic, structural, and sustainable
models for cooperation

Needs analysis

25 Points



Relevance

European added value

Contribution to EEA, in synergy with EHEA 
and ERA

Contribution to implementing the European 
strategy for universities and the new European 
Innovation Agenda, e.g. in cooperation with other 
alliances

Transnational dimension and Regional 
development

Benefitting other institutions, by driving 
inclusion & excellence and respect and 
promotion of shared EU values



Quality

2.1 Project design and implementation

Deliver on long-term strategy with concrete activities

Inter-university campus

Quality & feasibility of the work plan including effective
project management, appropriate quality assurance
mechanisms, and evaluation methods for progress
monitoring, including measurable quantitative and
qualitative indicators

Work packages, tasks, deliverables, milestones, and
resources, within defined timelines, in order to achieve the
objectives

Sound and effective financial management and risk
management strategy (mitigation measures)

25 Points



Quality

2.2 Partnership and cooperation arrangements
Clear distribution and division of active roles and
responsibilities for all participants

Complementarity of each participants, diversity of types of
HEIs

Opportunity of all staff to be part of the co-creation of the
alliance and involvement of students

Clear management and governance structures

Reduction of existing administrative barriers and obstacles

Motivation of geographical balance

25 Points



Impact

Demonstrates progresses towards the
expected impact

Lead by example / role model

Clear plan for communication and
dissemination of results, share knowledge
and spread best practice

Long-term strategy for sustainability and
demonstrates how the results will be
sustained beyond the EU funded
periodGeographical balance: inclusivity,
strategic choice, value for long-term vision

25 Points



❖ OBJECTIVE 

• Collaborative and supportive environment 

• Enhanced knowledge, skills and effectiveness

• Facilitated learning, collaboration and dissemination of results

• Closer cooperation between alliances & with wider higher 

education sector

❖ HOW

• Exchange of good practices and experiences  

• Working groups to facilitate synergies & address common 

challenges 

• Dissemination: input to online platform and events on added 

value

❖ TARGETING ONE JOINT PROJECT

Community of Practice for European Universities



Award
criteria
Topic 2

Relevance (max 25 Points)

Quality (max 50 points)

Impact (max 25 points) 



Relevance

Addresses the objectives and the scope of 
the call

Contributes to the themes and priorities of 
the call

Provides a sound needs analysis, in line with 
the objectives of the call

Contributes to the respect and promotion of 
shared EU values

25 Points



Quality

Project design and implementation

Describes the concept and methodology and demonstrates
that this approach is the most suitable to achieve the
objectives;

Effective project management, appropriate quality
assurance mechanisms, and evaluation methods for
progress monitoring, including measurable quantitative and
qualitative indicators

Clarity and feasibility of the work plan, including work
packages, tasks, deliverables, milestones, and resources,
within defined timelines, in order to achieve the objectives;

Sound and effective financial management and risk
management strategy (mitigation measures)

25 Points



Quality

Partnership and cooperation arrangements

Clear distribution and division of active roles and
responsibilities for all participants

Complementarity of each participants, and
necessary expertise

Opportunity of all staff to be part of the co-
creation of the alliance and involvement of
students

Clear management and governance structures and
relevant decision-making mechanisms

25 Points



Impact

Demonstrates progresses towards the expected impact

Ensures a tangible impact on its target groups and
relevant stakeholders at local, national, or regional level
(short-long term impact).

How the effects will benefit the wide range of relevant
stakeholders/targets groups (transferability of results)

Clear plan for communication and dissemination of
results, share knowledge and spread best practice

Long-term strategy for sustainability and demonstrates
how the results will be sustained beyond the EU
funded period be: inclusivity, strategic choice, value for long-
term vision

25 Points



Question time
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